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A Merry Vinnies Christmas | Keeping the dignity in charity. 

Piloted in 2018, A Merry Vinnies Christmas came from our drive to give whānau seeking our 

services more choice over what they receive.  

A Merry Vinnies Christmas offers a shopping style experience to families seeking help over 

the holiday period, giving them the dignity, ownership, and choice to choose the presents 

they receive from us.  

 

How:  

The Vinnies Welfare & Service hub transforms into a festive toy shop over December. 

Unwrapped, donated gifts for children aged 0 – 16 years, are displayed for whānau to come 

and choose from.  

Gifts are sorted and displayed in values of 1, 2 and 3 tokens. Each child receives 3 tokens 

worth of gifts – so a parent can decide if they want 1 big present, or maybe 3 smaller gifts to 

fill up a stocking. This encourages parents to think, as they would in a retail shop, about the 

person they are giving to.  

A wrapping station is available so whānau can enjoy wrapping each gift from a variety of 

paper, ribbons, and stickers – further fostering the feeling that each gift is coming from them 

and not a charity. 

 

We need your support!  

We need supporters like you and your team to collect gifts for the Merry Vinnies toy shop. 

We’re keen to work with you and provide any support needed to set-up an internal or 

external collection.  

The old saying goes ‘Christmas is the time for giving’. Let’s go a step further and make sure 

this ‘giving’ puts the dignity and mana of our wider community whānau first.  

We would love to chat with you further about ‘A Merry Vinnies Christmas’ and the potential 

of receiving your support.  
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Gift criteria: 

• Appropriate 0-16 years old 

• Unwrapped 

• New/ near new condition 

• We’re always short on gifts for 

teenage boys (12 – 16 years) 

Other ways to support: 

• Donate decorations  

• Donate wrapping paper (and other 

gift material) 

• Donate Christmas food 

• Spread the word! (posters and flyers 

available on request)

What we can provide: 

Our team can provide everything you need to be a donation host. 

• Donation box 

• Posters 

• Flyers 

• Free collection 

• Any advertising images for your 

space/pages/newsletters etc. 

Your company/organisations logo and name will also be listed on our website as a collection 

host and supporter. We will also put you in our upcoming newsletter to say thank you for 

your support.  
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