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OUR MISSION

OUR VISION

OUR VALUES

St Vincent de Paul Society is an 
international Catholic lay or-
ganisation inspired by the Gos-
pels of Jesus Christ. We work in 
a caring and practical manner 
to promote human dignity and 
justice through personal contact 
with those in need. Our mission 
is to help people in crisis, com-
forting them and assuring them 
that crises are not meant to be 
carried alone.

To live the gospel message by 
serving Christ in the poor with 
love, respect, justice, hope, joy 
and by working to shape a 
more just and compassionate 
Society.

Generosity 
Integrity
Compassion
Empathy
Responsiveness
Advocacy
Commitment
Respect
Courage
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It has been another busy year for 
the Society as we strived to fulfil 
our mission as Vincentians here in 
Wellington. 

Through practical and effective 
work, we provided 2047 individ-
uals and families with the hand-
up they needed. This was done 
alongside implementing and 
maintaining our ‘Good Works’ ini-
tiatives throughout the community.  
A total expenditure of $220,000 
was spent on our commitment to 

assisting Welfare needs. In addi-
tion, funding was provided to our 
Wellington conferences to assist 
financially with Parish based ac-
tivities.

We have committed to live the 
Vision and Mission of the Soci-
ety of St Vincent de Paul through 
the National Strategic Plan. We 
emphasize the importance of 
providing a compassionate, re-
sponsive and respectful service to 
our communities’ most vulnerable 

brothers and sisters. While work-
ing hard to inspire the next gen-
eration of young leaders to con-
tinue and grow the Society for a 
better future, in both Wellington 
and throughout New Zealand. 

John Kennedy-Good
Wellington Area Council President

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
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Born in the village of Pouy in South-
ern France, St Vincent de Paul was 
ordained a priest in 1600. On a jour-
ney to Toulouse in 1605 he was tak-
en prisoner by pirates and sold as a 
slave, eventually escaping. He became 
a parish priest of Clichy and devoted 
himself to the relief of the needy and 
sick. 

From 1617 he established Confra-
ternities of Charity in various towns 
throughout France. In 1625 he found-
ed the Congregation of the Priests of 
Missions (Vincentians) in order to bring 
the Gospel to rural poor and convicts. 

With St Lousie de Marillac he founded 
the Daughters of Charity to care for 
the sick and poor in 1633. This was 
the first order of nuns to work in public 
outside a convent. He was renowned 
for his work to improve conditions for 
slaves, those in prison and hospitals, as 
well as improving the lives of aban-
doned children.

St Vincent de Paul was a French Ro-
man Catholic priest who devoted his 
life to serving the poor and needy. He 
was canonised a saint in 1737.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL

5



improving social conditions for the 
poor and disadvantaged.

While studying at the Sorbonne in 
Paris, he and his fellow Catholic class-
mates were challenged to ‘show us 
your works’ that would prove the truth 
of their faith. Their response was to 
establish the Conference of Charity, a 
group committed to putting faith into 
action on behalf of the needy, sick and 
lonely. The Conference was renamed 
the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 
two years later. 

In 1841 he married Amelie Soulac-
roix, a kindered spirit and they had 
one daughter. He died in 1853 after a 
long illness. Frederic was beatified by 
Pope John Paul II in 1997. His short life 
had profound and lasting influence, in-
spiring generations of Catholics across 
the world to put faith into practical 
action. Today the Society is the larg-
est lay organistation in the Catholic 
Church with 800,000 members world-
wide.

Antoine-Frederic Ozanam was a 
French literary scholar, lawyer, jour-
nalist and social justice advocate. As 
a young man he dedicated himself to 

FREDERICK OZANAM
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Vinnies shops play a major role in St 
Vincent de Paul Society, firstly being 
our ‘face’ to the community.

With nine shops now operating 
around the central Wellington area 
(Kilbirnie being our most recent addi-
tion), Vinnies is a well-known thread in 
our community. 

Our ability to serve the community 

through our Vinnies Op Shops relies 
on the kindness and generosity of 
those who donate quality goods.

Donations of clothing, household 
items, furniture and bric-a-brac are 
encourgaed. Thanks to a committed 
team of volunteers in the op shop, this 
allows profit from sales to go into our 
community and welfare services.

The Vinnies Op Shops exist for three 
main reasons:

- a support service for indiviudals and 
families who seek our help in the way 
of providing clothing, homewares and 
other items that are needed.

- through sales, provide the funding 
nessecary to opperate our welfare 
services. 

OUR OP SHOPS
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- provide a dignified shopping exper-
ince for those that come through our 
doors. 

The shops also provide opportunities 
for meaningful volunteering, promot-
ing a sense of community and at times 
being the only social outlet for some 
of our volunteers and customers.

VINNIES OP SHOPS

MIRAMAR
71 Miramar Ave

ISLAND BAY
215 The Parade

KILBIRNIE
32 Rongotai Road

KARORI
155 Karori Road

KHANDALLAH
18 Ganges Road

JOHNSONVILLE
4 Broderick Road

NEWTOWN
207 Riddiford Street

ARO VALLEY
109 Aro Street

KELBURN
99 Upland Road

Kilbirnie Furniture and Homeware Store
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COUNTER CHAT with Island Bay 
shop volunteers, Imma and Marie.

How long have you been volunteering 
with Vinnies:
Marie:   Two years 
Imma:   I am the last addition to the 
Vinnies Shop in Island Bay. I only 
started last year.

What brought you to Vinnies?
Marie:   I liked the homeliness and 
character of the Island Bay shop. It 

has a pleasant atmosphere and ‘ea 
ger to please’ attutide of the man-
ager and volunteers. I knew I’d be 
at home here and i felt useful once 
settled in.
Imma: My cousin told me about it, 
she also volunteers with Vinnies.

Why do you volunteer? 
Marie:   I have also been a volunteer 
for the Cancer Society for the past 20 

years. I am a people person! I like to 
help others, especially when I have 
experienced similar sorrows and 
worries.
Imma:   I like to be able to give 
back to the community. 

What do you enjoy about Wellington?
Imma:   I have lived in New Zealand 
for 17 years, orginally coming from 
Italy. I enjoy how easy it is to raise a 

Island Bay Op Shop volunteers, Imma and Marie  
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Volunteer Connect Awards 2017. Recipients: Marie and Joytiban.family here in Wellington. 
Marie: The proximity to all the beau-
tiful bays and sea views.

If  you could have a cuppa with san-
yone, who would it be? 
Marie:    If it was a decafe coffee, 
or a nice wine I would like to sit 
down with Mr Darcy (aka. Colin Firth) 
because I like him and hope hes is 
charitable Darcy 

What do you enjoy most about volun-
teering at Island Bay?
Imma: I have enjoyed getting to 
know the Island Bay community. Meet-
ing so many locals from the communi-
ty has made this more of a home and 
it is nice when people say ‘Hi’ when-
ver they see you. 

Marie: Meeting and helping all 
types of people.
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“The founder of Vinnies in France 
was Blessed Frederic Ozanam whose 
family came from Lyon, and Freder-
ic’s brother was a Marist priest (like 
me). The family were members of the 
central city parish of St Nizier. Their 
friends, the family Aubert, were also 
part of the same parish. One of the 
Aubert family, Suzanne travelled to 
New Zealand with the Marist com-

munity, where she founded the Con-
gregation of Sisters of Compassion, 
whose work echoed that of the soci-
ety. She was recently declared Ven-
erable by the church and we are 
now permitted publicly to honour her 
image. Today, I ask the International 
president of SVDP to position this icon 
of Venerable Suzanne Aubert, family 
friend of the Ozanams, on this wall of 
our parish.” 

[Extraction from Fr John Craddock, 
Parish Priest – Sancta Maria, Adding-
ton speech during International Pres-
ident General Renato Lima’s visit to 
New Zealand.]

_____________________________
A poetic reflection by Young Adults 
Conference member, Michael, on his 
time volunteering at the Sisters of 
Compassion Soup Kitchen:

ONE SOCIETY,
SHARED MISSION
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Early start - worlds apart, I’ve al-
ready had my breakfast but they are 
still waiting for theirs.

“Hello sister”, don an apron, fill the 
jugs of water, set out the trays and 
mugs for filling.

A prayer is said before the door is 
opened; a line is formed ready to re-
ceive fresh soup and bread.

Friendly faces of the volunteers and 
staff, welcome those who want to get 
away from the world for a time.

This is a home away from home, 
where people care for their wellbeing, 
both food and mind.

Some chat for a while, others grunt or 
are quiet when they arrive. 

One man brings his thoughts, scribbled 
on paper and another man comes and 
goes erratically.

I’m not sure if he feels comfortable 
asking for anything.

A group chat and laugh in the corner, 
one person plays the piano while oth-
ers look on, it’s a space where they can 
be themselves and not feel judged.

The words of the song “come as you 
are” come to mind. 

The people that come to the soup 
kitchen come as they are and they are 
welcomed, fed and have the opportu-
nity to ask for, and receive help. 

It takes a lot of trust to be let into their 
lives, especially when they are at their 
most vulnerable.

After a cheerful goodbye I’m head-
ing back into my world, thankful for 
the blessings I have, the blessing that 
it is to be serving others in need and 
the blessing that the Soup Kitchen is to 
Wellington.
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WELFARE

   SOCIAL WORK

St Vincent De Paul Social Work sup-
port has played an increasingly piv-
otal role across the Wellington area.  
This is a testament to the commitment 
of our people who have worked 
hard to deliver a much needed ser-
vice to children and families.

In the last financial year, our social 

work services have responded to the 
needs of nearly 458 families and 
children from diverse backgrounds 
including New Zealand European, 
Maori, Pacific and countries such as 
Somalia, Syria, Ethiopia, and Iraq.

Key achievemnts from 2016/2017 
included:

- 300 clients supported from home 
visits or over the phone.

- 280 advocacy clients. This includ-
ed helping with immigration, housing, 
IRD, health issues, supporting clients 
during court cases, or working with 
Work and Income to help clients re-
ceive their full entitlements.

- 200 professionals worked along-
side to support clients with housing, 
health, or education needs. Building 
relationships with other agencies is 
important to ensure clients needs are 
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met, and Vinnies presence is known 
within the Wellington reigon.

- 134 occasions interpreting services 
were accesed for clients.

    FOOD BANK

Each week, local Wellingtonians un-
able to meet their food needs come 
through our doors.

The Food Bank provides basic food 
parcels for families and individuals 

who are in immediate need of as-
sistance. 

In the past financial year the Food 
Bank has given out 622 individual 
and family food parcels. 

Alongisde our own grocery purchas-
es and Food Bank drives, we rely on 
generous food donations from local 
businesses, schools and individuals to 
meet the demands. 
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As the Coordinator of the St Vincent 
de Paul Society Pregnancy Assistance 
Programme, it has been a rewarding 
period over the last year. We have 
been able to give a helping hand to  
206 pregnant woman.

The woman we meet are from all ar-
eas of our local community, including 

people new to the country from Ethi-
opia, Somalia, Syria, Myanmar, India, 
Vietnam; so many different parts of 
the world.

 We aim to help improve a families 
sense of wellbeing and alleviate some 
of the financial stress put on many 
with the impending arrival of a baby, 
pressures of requiring baby clothes, 
nappies and baby bedding, which we 
provide for free.

The value of the items given out had 
an estimated value of approximately 
$17,248.  On top of this, the bassinet 
loan service that we offer is consistent-
ly well utilised, with a steady stream 
of bassinets going out to babies for a 
four month loan.

 Our continued appreciation goes out 
to all our volunteers who help to keep 
the service going – thank you for the 
amazing knitting of  baby cardigans, 
jerseys, hats, booties, blankets etc.  and 

PREGNANCY 
ASSISTANCE
Annette Law
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 sewing of bassinet quilts and sheets, it 
is always very much needed. 

Thank you to Margaret O’Sullivan 
and Vivienne Soldera who continue to 
support the service. They have been 
coming in every week and providing 
practical support assisting expectant 
mums, sorting donations, managing 
stock, sewing and mending.

We are always grateful for quality 
baby items donated to us from the 
Wellington community.
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Alani and Penny have been members 
of Young Vinnies at St Mary’s College 
for the past 4 years. Now preparing 
for the big move from college to uni-
versity, they reflect on their time of ser-
vice during this period and what this 
means to them as women of faith and 
young leaders.

Talofa Lava, Kia Orana and warm 
greetings,

The two of us were both introduced to 
the work of the Society of St Vincent 
de Paul through being members of 
the Young Vinnies group at St Mary’s 
College. There, we were encouraged 
to take part in various activities such 
as Easter egg drives, food drives and 
Christmas shoe box appeals; all of 
which went towards those in our lo-

cal and wider communities. Being 
involved provided us more insight to 
the realities of life that others were 
going through. It was here our eyes 
were opened and we wanted to give 
more to help a neighbour in need.

Our decision to become young Vin-
centians comes with no regret and has 
taken us on a humbling and spiritual 
journey. It is said in Mark 10:45, ‘For 
even the Son of Man did not come to 

LESSONS OF A SERVANT
LEADER
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be served; he came to serve and to give 
his life to redeem many people.’ This 
passage encompasses what it means 
to us, to be part of Young Vinnies and 
a motto to what it means to serve oth-
ers. We made the collective decision 
to walk in Jesus’ footsteps and bring 
him to those we helped through our 
faith in action. 

From being two dedicated members 
of the Young Vinnies group, we de-
veloped a strong, direct connection 
with the Society and have become 
regular members to respond to the 
call to assist in a number of essential 
works done outside of our school-led 
activities.

A few humbling experiences together 
has been serving at the Soup Kitchen 
during our school holidays as part of 
the YA Conference Vinnies Breakfast 
Club roster. Another was becoming 
student mentors of the Vinnies Lounge: 
After School Programme hosted at 

Holy Cross School Miramar. At the 
Soup Kitchen, we’ve come across 
members of our community that are 
immensely grateful and unshakeable 
throughout their everyday lives de-
spite the challenges they face. It has 
encouraged us to appreciate and be 
satisfied with all that we have been 
blessed with in our own lives. Mentor-
ship with the Vinnies Lounge outreach, 
we have developed friendships and 
connections with, not only our peer 
student mentors, but the younger pu-
pils we mentor. Although we are there 
to help and support them in their own 
personal, educational goals - we 
have learnt so much from these young 
aspiring leaders. 

Vinnies has allowed us to put our 
faith into practice through reaching 
out to others. In return we have been 
left with something more valuable 
than what we have given; Peace and 
happiness within, embracing the true 
meaning of compassion, empathy, 

love and selflessness which is beyond 
worthy of our time spent offering our 
hands and will be lessons that remain 
with us for a lifetime.

Reflection by Alani Faaeteete 
and Penny Peneueta

Young Vinnies members and
Year 13 students of St Mary’s College
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“In my life, I want to become better 
and do a little good”. 
- Blessed Frederic Ozanam.

Our Vincentians in the parish Confer-
ences continue to provide invaluable 
support to our local communities. Vis-
itations are an integral aspect of the 
work they do, alongside providing 
support with food, toiletries, clothing, 
stationary and school uniforms. They 

live out our Mission every day and that 
of Blessed Frederic Ozanam, helping 
their communities in any way possible.

SEATOUN/ MIRAMAR 
CONFERENCE
President: Brendan Quirk

Our clients’ circumstances are aged, 
poor, lonely, unwell, school children, 
and former refugee families, locat-

ed throughout the eastern suburbs, 
and ex-parishioners in other parish-
es.  Over the past year, our activities 
covered individual and family needs 
of around 200 clients, individuals, 
family groups and rest home res-
idents. We transported and assisted 
elderly parishioners to Masses, ser-
vices and shopping.  

Over 50 students were assisted with 
uniforms, shoes and school activities. 

OUR CONFERENCES
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We assisted with the parish’s and Red 
Cross’ refugee settlement.  Rosaries 
and funerals were attended to pray 
for and support grieving families.

STORIES FROM A PARISH 
CONFERENCE MEMBER

- A SVDP member visits elder parish-
ioners in rest homes around the region.  
Some lonely residents meet only those 
who pass their door.  Their family and 
friends may have died, or moved away, 
or do not visit unless there is a crisis.  

The visits enable our elder to recall stim-
ulating memories from the past and feel 
loved. 

- A father of school-age children lost 
his job and was out of work.   The 
family was in dire need as the mother 
suffered from ill-health and could not  
work. Over several weeks, a SVDP 
member took around bags of food and 
toiletries.   This small donation helped 
the parents cope with the needs of their 
children, and showed them they were

 not completely alone in their troubles.

- Through a hospital chaplain we learnt 
of two overseas visitors who had dashed 
to NZ to be with their hospitalised son.  
The cost of airfares and accomoda-
tion was tough, leaving little for food.  
SVDP members took bags of food to 
them during their stay and drove them 
to their airport departure.  The parents 
expressed their “heartfelt appreciation 
for receiving such love and help from 
strangers on the other side of the earth”.
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Brian Ward and John Woods
Seatoun & Miramar Conference

PAST
Brian and John have been serving our 
community for over 40 years, having 
joined the St Vincent de Paul Confer-
ence Seatoun, in 1974.

Brian and John recall the Confer-
ence as being then “like a secret so-

ciety……private as a confessional”, 
whereas now we explain ourselves 
openly to our parish and communities 
without breaking client confidences.  In 
2014 the Seatoun Conference filled 
the gap in the Miramar area after the 
Conference there had lapsed several 
years earlier, and is now the Seatoun 
& Miramar Conference. 

In the early years, activities focused 
on visits of condolence, assistance with 

funerals as pallbearers and at rosa-
ries, picking up library books for rest 
home residents, supporting elderly 
single tenants in the Walden St Flats 
Strathmore in cooperation with the 
Wellington City Council, and following 
up client needs referred on written lists 
received regularly from the District 
Council Newtown.   Before the advent 
of the Society’s donated foodbank 
and employing a fulltime social work-
er around 1990, the District Council 

OUR CONFERENCES
PAST, PRESNT, FUTURE
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 would purchase food supplies for cli-
ents.  The closure of some large facto-
ries in the area in the 1980s signalled 
a shift in Conference activity locally 
to giving food, financial and practical 
support to growing numbers of per-
sons out of work.  The Conference was 
also challenged then to understand 
and connect with more diverse and un-
familiar migrant communities. 

PRESENT
Brian and John see society as being 
very different now.  Our Society’s 
mission and capacity is challenged 
by less contact and familiarity be-
tween neighbours generally, by the 

constraints of privacy legislation, by 
Conferences not hearing about peo-
ple in need because parishioners are 
reluctant to mention needs and fewer 
priests are not so connected to fami-
lies, by the adverse impacts of drugs, 
alcohol, crime, secular values, and 
family breakdown causing extreme 
hardship, and by fewer parishioners 
being available to actively join the 
Society’s mission because they already 
have busy lives and commitments.

FUTURE
They feel that in the future, the gap 
between people ‘with a life’ and those 
‘without a life’ will grow.   As church 
participation continues to reduce, 
our members will need to adopt new 
ways of reaching out to those on the 
peripheries of parish and suburban 
life.  Greater collaboration with other 
churches and community-based groups 
will be required to reach those in need 
or the Society risks being unable to 
achieve its mission which is more de-

manding now than it was in those early 
years.

Current Active Conferences:

- City
President: James Ring

- Seatoun/ Miramar
President: Brendan Quirk

- Newlands
President: Marie Purini

- Johnsonville
President: Justin Shaw

- Onslow
President: Graeme Dee

- Otari
President: Anastasia

- Young Adults
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Following last year’s “Connecting Com-
munities” focus, this year it was about 
getting to “Know Our Community” in a 
deeper and more meaningful way. This 
meant seeking out opportunities that 
led us closer to Christ, through serv-
ing our most vulnerable and at times in 
most need of that affirmation that they 
are loved, they are worthy. Alongside 
our friends at Prison Fellowship New 

Zealand, we supported a family bond-
ing camp as facilitators during the 
Queen’s Birthday weekend, 2017. We 
look forward to the ongoing partner-
ship of serving these families who are 
on the path to “reconciling and resto-
ration for all involved in or affected 
by crime”. 

The following is an adaptation of one 
of our Vinnies facilitator’s diary entry 
from that weekend of camp.

“The narrative of the faith provides 
us with a model for all families in the 
holy family, when we serve the fam-
ilies within our community; we give 
a part of ourselves directly to Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph.

During the weekend of June 2nd 
2017, I went along as a Vincentian to 
the Mana Manaaki Camp coordinat-
ed by Prison Fellowship New Zealand. 
The purpose of the camp was to pro-

IN SERVICE OF THE
HOLY FAMILY
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vide an opportunity for families that 
have been separated by prison walls 
to bond together. 

Our roles as camp helpers was to 
provide a safe space by which the 
families on the camp could interact 
through activities that would not be 
available in their home environment, 
from there familial bonds could grow 
organically.

A profound experience for me at the 
camp was during an evening conver-
sation with the women from one of the 
families. When sharing a part of my 
story, how I am of Maori descent with 
a similar background to their fami-
ly and worked my way to university 
study. 

As I described my plans for the future, 
one of the teen daughter’s proclaims, 
“So there’s hope for me yet?”

Yes. Yes there is. 

The realization that when Paul says 
“Now these three remain: faith, hope 
and love. But the greatest of these is 
love.” That each of these is predicat-
ed on the latter has shaped how I see 
God’s call to service. 

There is no faith without hope, there 
is no hope without love, to bring peo-
ple to God, we need to bring love to 
people.

The families served by Mana Manaa-
ki have many factors that make them 
the most desperately in need in our 
society, but it is the starvation of love, 
and the opportunities to be loved 
that affect them the most. I am glad 
to have had the opportunity to give 
some of myself to them, in service of 
the holy family.”

Ad majorem Dei gloriam!
Written by Phillip J. Lange

Young Adults Conference Member
IT student, Victoria University of Wellington
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ASSESTS
     Current Assets
 Chequing/ Savings
 Total Chequing/ Savings

 Accoutns Receivable

     Other Current Assests
 Advance to National Council
 Accured Interest
 Altarbread stock
 Warehosue/ Shop stock
 Prepaid Rent
     Total Other Current Assets
  Total Current Assests

   Fixed Assets
 Buildings (a/depn)
 Buildings
 Furn & Equipment
 Furniture & Equipment
 Land Value
 Plant & Equipment (a/depn)
 Plant & Equipment
 Motor Vehicles
 MV Accumulated depreciation
     Total Fixed Assets
   TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES
     Current Liabilities
NET ASSETS
TOTAL EQUITY

JUN 30,17

340,582

14,063

152,966
30

7,983
56,214

0
217,193
571,839

-18,078
492,272

-249,469
371,485
685,000
-84,803
218,700

51,805
-10,847

1,456,065
2,027,904

77,374
1,950,531
1,950,531

JUN 30, 16

243,719

14,411

152,966
142

7,158
77,535
18,823

256,624
514,755

-13,155
485,272

-210,841
345,661
685,000
-65,430
211,379

51,805
-10,208

1,479,483
1,994,238

61,859
1,932,379
1,932,379

$ CHANGE

96,983

-348

0
-112
825

-21,321
-18,823
-39,431
57,084

-4,923
7,000

-38,628
25,824

0
-19,372

7,321
0

-639
-23,418
33,666

15,514
18,152
18,152

STATMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AT 30 JUNE 2017

A copy of the full accounts can be obtained by contacting the Manager/Secretary on 04 389 7122 or by email: manager@vinnieswgtn.org.nz or through our website vinnies-wellington.org.nz.25



Young Vinnies Mass 2017
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Reflection by Catharina Lee 
Young Vinnies Member 

Yr12 at St Catherine’s College 

What does it mean to be a Vincen-
tian? Is it giving up your time to help 
others? Helping people to learn to 
look out for others rather than be-
ing led by ‘self’? As a part of Young 
Vinnies, I believe being a Vincentian 
is doing this and more. It’s not only 
helping when asked, but taking the 

initiative to help when you haven’t 
been asked. It’s not simply filling in 
for someone who can’t attend their 
soup kitchen duty, it’s the willingness 
and enthusiasm to spend time with 
those society deems of no value. It’s 
not being a Vinnies volunteer just to 
put on your CV, it’s a genuine love 
and desire to reflect Jesus’ compas-
sion and mercy to others, and to look 
beyond the outside appearances and 
see the face of Christ in every person 

we encounter in our everyday lives. 
Being a Vincentian isn’t a part-time 
commitment. It’s a commitment to try 
our best to live out the motto “Ser-
viens in spe”, serving in hope, every 
minute of every day of our lives. 

From attending the Young Vinnies 
Leaders Retreat in Auckland and see-
ing the great sense of community and 
genuine desire to serve, to experienc-
ing the delighted smiles on children’s 

WHAT IS YOUR WHY?
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ing the delighted smiles on children’s 
faces when they achieve something 
they thought wasn’t possible at Vinnies 
Lounge, I’ve realised that it is possible 
to make a difference. Often the prob-
lems we see in this world threaten to 
overcome us, there seems to be noth-
ing we can do to help. However, over 
the past year I’ve learnt that one per-
son can make a difference. Whether 
it’s being behind the scenes doing me-
nial tasks such as sorting food, to at-
tending mass in collective prayer and 
unity with others, to seeing first-hand 
the generosity of those who don’t nec-
essarily have much, still giving in our 
street appeals; I’ve learnt one person 
can make a difference. 

It’s been an honour being part of 
Young Vinnies this year, and I truly 
appreciate the opportunities present-
ed by the St Vincent de Paul Society 
to help me develop and grow. This 
year has instilled in me a thirst to con-
tinue helping and getting to know oth-

ers in my community, sharing the gifts 
and talents God has given me to do 
His work. It’s truly important for young 
people to be involved in community 
outreach, rest assured that they are 
a valued part of the community, and 
that they are not the only ones facing 
challenges in life. The empathy, wis-
dom and exponential growth young 
people can and have gained from 
participating in Vinnies activities fills 
me with hope. 

I pray that young people contin-
ue to be involved with Vinnies, and 
that they get a taste of how they can 
make a difference in our world daily.
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Please tick the amount you wish to donate:

  $30 provides a food parcel for an individual

  $50 provides a food parcel for a family

  $100 provides a ‘new home’ food & toiletry pack

I wish to donate my own amount of $ 

I wish to make a regular donation of $ 

Donations over $5 are tax deductible. 

Name 

Address 

Method of payment:

  Cheque   Credit Card:  Master Card  Visa  (please tick)

Name on card 

Expiry date 

Signature 

Make cheques payable to St Vincent de Paul Society Inc.

Please post this form to:
St Vincent de Paul Society Wellington Area, 

PO Box 7319, Newtown, Wellington 6242

YES!  I would like to make a donation to help those in need in Wellington
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