
  Is it kind ? Is it important? Does it help?

These important questions are posed by a 91-year-
old Holocaust survivor Edith Egar in her best selling 
memoir “The Choice” which is now available in 
paperback.

I first heard this remarkable woman being interviewed 
by Catherine Ryan on National Radio and was 
captivated not only by horrors she endured at 
Auschwitz but how she dealt with her experiences 
and how she has used those experiences to help 
others. Her thesis is that “you can’t change what 
happened, you can’t change what you did or what 
was done to you. But you can choose how to live 
now”. Hence the title of her book.

She counsels; “Instead of blaming others, take 
responsibility for your own actions and speech. 
Before you say or do something, ask, Is it kind? Is it 
important? Does it help?”

If we as Vincentians were to follow this advice in our 
dealings with others, it may become contagious and 
in the words of Philip Zimbardo who wrote in the 
Foreword to Edith’s book that;

“We are all “heroes in training” Our training is life, 
the daily circumstances that invite us to practice the 
habits of heroism: to commit daily deeds of kindness;

to radiate compassion, starting with self-compassion; 
to bring out the best in others and ourselves; 
to sustain love, even in the most challenging 
relationships; to celebrate and exercise the power of 
our mental freedom”. 

He points out that to be a hero requires taking 
effective action at crucial junctures in our lives, to 
make an active attempt to address injustice or create 
positive change in the world. 

These words reflect those of Blessed Frederic Ozanam 
who encouraged early members of the Society -
“Yours must be a work of love, of kindness. You must 
give of your time, your talents, yourselves. The poor 
person is a unique person of God’s fashioning with 
unalienable right to respect. You must not be content 
with tiding the poor over the poverty crisis.”

“You must study their condition and injustices which 
brought about such poverty, with the aim of long 
term improvement”

That is indeed a challenge for heroes, and it can all 
start by asking ourselves before we speak or act:

   Is it Kind? Is it important? Does it help?

JOHN KENNEDY-GOOD
Wellington Area Council President
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“In the name of God who has created all human 
beings equal in rights, duties and dignity, and who 
has called us to live together as brothers and sisters, 

to fill the earth and make known the values of 
goodness, love and peace.”

Excerpt  from the ‘Human Fraternity For World Peace And Living 
Together’ by the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, Ahmed el-Tayeb & Pope 

Francis at their meeting in United Arab Emirates, February 2019



A MERRY VINNIES 
CHRISTMAS
Christmas feels like a lifetime ago already, but we 
wanted to take a moment to thank everyone who 
supported the ‘A Merry Vinnies Christmas’ appeal.

81 families, shopping for 256 children came through 
our doors. Each person had their own private 
shopping slot, giving them the time to choose and 
wrap gifts for their children.

With your support, we were able to fulfil our mission 
of giving people dignity and ownership over the 
support they received for the holiday season.

We’re excited to say that ‘A Merry Vinnies Christmas’ 
will be back again this December.

CHRISTMAS GIVING IN 
THE EASTERN SUBURBS
St. Vincent de Paul Society Seatoun & Miramar 
Conference says a big thank you to Holy Trinity 
Parish parishioners, to pupils, parents and staff of 
Holy Cross and St Anthony’s schools and St Patrick’s 
College Young Vinnies, Vinnies Foodbank, New World 
Miramar, Repco Lyall Bay, and Vinnies members.  
Your response to our appeal for groceries, treats and 
presents for our Christmas boxes delivered to those in 
most need, was overwhelming.  Thanks again to New 
World Miramar who were extremely generous by 
donating vouchers for a range of groceries, toiletries 
and produce to place in the boxes. 

On Friday 14 December 2018, the Seatoun and 
Miramar conference members and friends of St. 
Vincent de Paul Society put together boxes and 
hampers, delivering them to over 60 households for 
230 people most in need of this extra help at this time 
of year. 

Thank you to the sorters, drivers and their helpers 
who delivered all these boxes. Each and every person 
was a cog in the wheel of this act of kindness in the 
Holy Christmas spirit to our neighbours.

CHRISTMAS 
THANKS

Photo: Seatoun & Miramar Conference, Christmas box packing.



May the calm be widespread, May the ocean glisten as greenstone, 
May the shimmer of light ever dance across your pathway.

As I write this, it was two weeks ago that I said 
goodbye to my Vinnies colleagues, my clients and 
wider community contacts. The week that I said 
these goodbyes (and desperately tried to clean 
up three years worth of mess in my office and 
on my computer) was fraught with worry and 
sadness. Worry about whether I was making a good 
decision and worry about how clients would react 
to my departure. Sadness because goodbyes are 
emotionally tough, especially when you are saying 
multiple over the course of a single day!

Then there was the Christchurch shootings. I sat glued 
to my tv that Friday night, and my thoughts went to 
the Muslim families and individuals that I had come 
into contact with over the past three years. My heart 
broke and I felt even more disconnected from the 
community I said goodbye to. My thoughts have 
remained with all those that were affected, my heart 
goes out to you all in your time of sorrow. As-salāmu 
ʿalaykum ْمُكْيَلَع ُماَلَّسلا

To accompany my message of farewell and heartache, 
I thought I might also reflect on the past three years 
I spent with Vinnies as their social worker. This was 
the first role I had as a qualified, registered social 
worker. I had just moved back to Wellington, it was 
a gloriously warm summer and I was three months 
pregnant with my surrogate baby, Thea (unbeknownst 
to my new colleagues!). My first year in the role was 
full of better work stories (but if I’m honest, they 
continued throughout the following years too). From 
supporting single mums dealing with the struggles 
of raising children with disabilities, advocating for 
parents to keep their children in their care, battling 
with government departments to get clients’ rightfully 
owed back payments, fighting for people to remain 
safely and warmly housed, interesting immigration 
issues, to that one time I may have teetered on the 
edge of going a step too far for a client, where I found 
myself climbing the fire escape of a boarding house at 
4am on a Sunday to ensure my client wasn’t going to 
miss a flight to be reunited with her family! It’s been a 
hell of a ride, and one I may come to miss.

I hope that the social worker that makes Vinnies their 
new home will come full of innovation and empathy, 
and maybe they’ll be able to crack the perfect system 
for a client choice food bank, while simultaneously 
questioning the role of food banks in today’s society 
(I know it was a challenge for me!). 

To my Vinnies whānau I miss you so much already, as 
do I miss the people I helped support, and came to 
know. I wish you all the very best.

“How lucky I am to have something that makes saying 
goodbye so hard.” – Winnie The Pooh.

Noho ora mai.

KIM SHEEHAN
Registered Social Worker

HAERE RA TO A STAR

Kia hora te marino, Kia whakapapa pounamu te 
moana, kia tere te Karohirohi i mua i tou huarahi



Three long serving and beloved Vincentians of the 
Seatoun & Miramar Conference in Wellington were 
honoured at a Festival Mass in December 2018.   John 
Woods, Brian Ward, and Jack Dobbs have given many 
years and untiring effort to a great many people in 
need in the Eastern Suburbs of Wellington.  John and 
Brian have been Vincentians since the early 1970s, 
and Jack since around 1980.  

John Woods, a past Conference President, continues 
as an active member visiting elder clients every 
week around the region especially in retirement 
homes, participating in all appeals, and attends every 
Conference meeting.  Jack Dobbs too has not lost his 
Vincentian calling, and has continued as an associate 
member since retiring from active service a handful 
of years ago.  He visits a few long-standing clients, 
delivers Communion to the sick, and is a Eucharistic 
Minister.  Brian Ward retired six years ago after spells 
as Conference President, Secretary and Treasurer, 
played an influential role in the continuity and success 
of the Conference, and continued as an associate 
member.

Tribute was paid by Brendan Quirk, the current 
Conference President, before a framed recognition 
certificate signed by the National President, Marlena 
Hoeft-Marwick and a brass cross engraved with 
symbols of the Seven Corporal Works of Mercy, both 
blessed by Father Dennis Nacorda, were presented by 
the Area President John Kennedy-Good.  As Brian was 
unable to attend the Festival Mass the presentation 
was made to him at his retirement home.  

LOCAL HERO NOMINATION
Kelburn Op Shop manager, Narges was anonymously 
nominated by a member of the Kelburn Community 
for the Kiwibank New Zealand Local Hero of the Year 
Award.

This is a testament to the work Narges has put into 
the Kelburn Shop and the impact she’s made on her 
local community. We couldn’t be prouder to have her 
as part of our Vinnies team.

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
We welcome long-serving Vincentian and op shop 
manager, Erin Whelan, in to her new role of Volunteer 
Coordinator. 

Interested in volunteering? Contact Erin on:
> volunteer@vinnieswgtn.org.nz
> 027 233 5333

VINCENTIANS RECOGNISED



DIGITAL 
POVERTY
Being a member of the digital community is taken for 
granted by most New Zealanders and having both a 
stable Internet connection and an accessible device is 
so much a part of our world that we often forget they 
are there. Reaching this level of ‘digital inclusion’ is a 
major goal of the current government, as laid out in 
the 2017 report, Digital New Zealanders: The pulse of 
our nation, published by the Digital Inclusion Research 
Group.

Solving digital poverty requires identifying the groups 
most affected, the issues they face, and the areas 
of life impacted by a lack of digital inclusion. The 
social work undertaken by Kim Sheehan at SVDP 
in Newtown is intertwined with issues of digital 
poverty, particularly the financial barriers to accessing 
devices. For clients on Work and Income (WINZ) 
benefits, for example, buying phones and a home 
internet connection are not the highest priorities. For 
homeless clients, finding a place to charge phones 
and access public Wi-Fi connections is even harder.

A major group affected by digital poverty is rangatahi/
youth, where the bring your own device (BYOD) 
policies in schools disadvantage them from the 
start. Ray Tuffin, dealing with clients at Paul Eagle’s 
office in Newtown, made two salient points on this. 
First, where students are unable to afford their own 
devices, they may be allowed to complete work on 
school-owned tablets but are unable to take them 
home, and hence they fall behind with homework. 
Second, the apps required by schools add hidden 
costs on top of purchasing devices, illustrating the 
number of ways that financial hardships can hinder 
students’ learning.

Another major issue, affecting all users, is trust. 
When rangatahi can’t afford devices, they often use 
free Wi-Fi at libraries and other public spaces, where 
their digital connectivity is often unsupervised and 
unsecure. For older clients, especially those with Kim 
at SVDP and the City Mission social workers down the 
road in Newtown, distrust in the Internet, especially 



with the input of personal details, leads to fewer 
users and higher levels of isolation. 

Only two of the 34 elderly clients at the 
City Mission, for example, use mobile 
phones, an issue caused by both a lack of 
trust and a lack of skills.

After access and trust, the skills gap is the third 
major barrier to digital inclusion and is often tied in 
with a fourth: motivation. Both Kim and Ray’s work 
with refugee clients has highlighted this, as the lack 
of English-language skills prevents the successful 
navigation of sites such as MyMSD and databases for 
job seekers. This leads to a lack of motivation to use 
these sites and therefore fewer benefits gained from 
having Internet access in the first place.

The motivation barrier is also a factor in the digital 
connectivity experiences of many clients with 
disabilities. Both navigating MyMSD and physically 
using the devices provided by WINZ can be a 
challenge, and without better support these clients 
may stop trying, thus removing the benefits of 
Internet provision. The 2018 report Out of the Maze: 
Building digitally inclusive communities, published 
by The Workshop, discusses this and other issues in 
further detail.

The consequences of digital poverty range from 
poorer educational results and fewer real-world job 
and economic opportunities, to social isolation and 
the loss of benefits resulting from online services, 
including monetary aid and food parcels. While 
Immigration New Zealand and WINZ reduce their 
face-to-face appointments, clients are not sufficiently 
connected to engage with the digital communication 
channels. As Maria Millin and the team at City 
Mission noted, face-to-face time must retain its value, 
especially when working with Māori and Pasifika 
clients for whom the oral tradition is vital.

The somewhat detached nature of digital connectivity 
affects family dynamics and mental health, and helps 
to draw a conclusion around digital poverty: that 
even when physical and financial barriers to access 
are removed, digital inclusion can still be withheld 
by a lack of online skills, a lack of motivation to use 
the most beneficial sites, and an absence of trust 
and/or security when using the Internet. Many New 
Zealanders, especially the clients of social workers 
such as Kim, continue to face digital poverty in all 
areas of life.

OLIVER BAILEY
Guest Writer

YEAR TO DATE

$10,905 worth of food and 
toiletries have been distributed 
from the FOOD BANK.

$7,225 worth of CLOTHING 
& FURNTIURE have been 
distributed from the Vinnies op 
shops, free of charge to people 
seeking assistance.

$3,749 worth of newborn goods 
have been distributed to new 
mums through PREGNANACY 
ASSISTANCE.

389 individuals have been assisted 
through the Newtown hub since 
1 January 2019



F A I T H
I N  A C T I O N

SEATOUN & MIRAMAR 
CONFERENCE UPDATE

A large family had a broken beam on their steel bed.  
A Conference member dismantled the bed, took the 

frame to a friend, had it rewelded and returned to 
reassemble the bed with the husband.  We loaned the 

couple several paving stones to prop up the bed for 
three days. 

A client was assisted to sell items on Trade Me in 
order to dispose of ‘too much stuff’ in the house and 

get some extra cash within the WINZ allowances. 
The Conference member had skills in Internet use 
and coached the client to start doing a few online 

sales.

On Thursdays, except in school holidays, Conference 
members transport and host elderly parishioners 

to the rosary, Mass, lunch and social chatter that is 
held at St Anthony’s Church Seatoun for about 20 

elderly parishioners from the Miramar, Seatoun and 
Strathmore area.  This wonderful service for our 

precious elders has been supported for over 40 years 
in this Church community through the devotion of a 

small team of parishioners.

Every two years the communities of St Anthony’s 
Church and School Seatoun run a successful bazaar 
to raise funds for specific purposes such as building 
maintenance or purchasing needed equipment.  The 
Vinnies van collected a large range of saleable items 
leftover from the bazaar last month for selling in the 
Vinnies shops and contributing to the cost of services 
at the Newtown Welfare Centre.

In 2018, school uniform items, shoes and activities 
were purchased for 98 school students from 
$8,216 donations made through the Conference by 
compassionate parishioners and other local people 
for the purpose of assisting students locally from 
some of the poorest families in the eastern suburbs.  
A total of 310 students have been assisted in this 
way from $24,600 of donations received since the 
initiative started in 2012 in collaboration with local 
schools.

BRENDAN QUIRK
Seatoun & Miramar

Conference President

“Extend your mercy towards others, 
so that there can be no one in need 
whom you meet without helping.”
Saint Vincent de Paul



Top left: St Catherine’s student volunteering at the Newtown Festival.
Top right: ANZ staff volunteering at the Newtown warehouse.
Middle: Vinnies BBQ at the Victoria University Welcome Festival.
Bottom left: YAC members volunteering in the Newtown Food Bank. 
Bottom right: Vinnies team at the Soup Kitchen Neighbours Fun Day.



VINCENTIAN 
REMEMBERED

Gil Lescher was one of City Conferences 
longest serving members. A Vincentian 
since the 1950’s, we remember Gil and her 
contribution to her community through 
her words of reflection before passing in 
late 2018.

“I originally joined the St Vincent de Paul in the 1950’s, 
when I was a student. I wanted to get more involved in my 
parish, in a practical way, and this seemed the best group 
for me at the time.

Over many years our conference has been very fortunate 
to have a member of the clergy as spiritual director at 
our meetings. We met in our parish hall at St Mary of the 
Angels.

Our membership has always been very varied – men and 
women of many different backgrounds, ages, abilities and 

interests. Most of us with work and family commitments, 
but all of us wanting to do something for St Vincent de 
Paul. We chose times that fitted in with our own particular 
circumstances – some mostly acted on their own, others 
sometimes together.

Our work also varied and was mostly low-key. For example, 
home visits, hospital and rest home visits, offering support 
at funerals, maybe responding to a particular request for a 
visit or for some personal help. Sometimes it was just one 
visit, often more if wanted.

I was lucky to have a car, and was able to give lifts to other 
members so we could work together at times. I remember 
about three of us, plus my old vacuum cleaner, arriving 
with great enthusiasm to spring-clean someone’s flat. The 
results are probably best forgotten and forgiven, but we 
meant well! We also gave lifts to those with various needs 
– such as to visit relatives in hospital, go on an outing, 
get to medical appointments or even so they could avoid 
difficult circumstances for a while. Sometimes we delivered 
food to people, and Christmas presents to families.

I remember times when our conference took a special 
interest in refugees from some difficult countries, 
sponsoring, finding accommodation, work (if possible), 
helping financially and supporting in many different ways.

I think the challenges the Society faced then and those 
it faces now are all much the same, and a key word in 
facing them is flexibility. It is good that we remain sensitive 
to the needs of those we help as well as the differing 
circumstances of our members. It is important that we 
enjoy our work and that those in need enjoy our help.

Of course we must always remember the spiritual side of 
our work – the two go together.

When I think back now on it all, the many wonderful 
people I have met (including our St Vincent de Paul 
members), I have no regrets at all. Sometimes it wasn’t 
easy but it has been all so worthwhile.”

“Faith leads a believer to see in the other
a brother or sister to be supported and loved”

Excerpt  from the ‘Human Fraternity For World Peace And Living 
Together’ by the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, Ahmed el-Tayeb & Pope 

Francis at their meeting in United Arab Emirates, February 2019



While most donations are thoroughly appreciated and 
welcomed by op shops, there are a few simple things 
that one must keep in mind before donating. If you’re 
looking to hand some items to a Vinnies Op Shop, 
here is your essential guide to making a donation.

An issue commonly-faced with op shops is that a lot 
of people treat it for what it’s not. It seems that the 
meaning of ‘charity shop’ is often being confused 
with ‘rubbish tip’ or ‘landfill’. People tend to treat 
the op shop as a place to dump anything unwanted - 
and unwanted often means damaged, too. We must 
understand that if we want to donate to a charity 
shop, it should be in the name of charity itself.

The Oxford Dictionary says that charity is the act of 
voluntarily giving help to those in need. Have a think 
about whether or not your wonky-legged stool, or 
torn and stained denim jacket, would actually help 
anybody. If you want to get rid of such items, take it to 
the landfill. Dumping unsaleable items at the op shop 
majorly inconveniences the workers and volunteers 
there - instead of sorting through the goods that 
are actually waiting to be sold, they have to spend a 
painstakingly long amount of time sorting through the 
damaged items. They then have to send the sorted 
unsaleable objects to the landfill, which costs extra 
money that should really be being put towards the 
charity’s projects or other expenses. Leaving items in 
poor condition isn’t fair on the workers and is even 
more unfair to those relying on quality donations. 

Aside from that, Vinnies Op Shops are also unable to 
accept certain miscellaneous items. This accounts for 
bed mattresses without a base (as well as bed bases 
without legs and/or a mattress), analogue televisions, 
television cabinets, filing cabinets, desks longer than

 1m, waterbeds, carpet, computers, printers, 
scanners, LPG heaters, gas BBQs, electric blankets, 
fan heaters, dishwashers, stoves, ovens, encyclopedia 
sets, wall units, and finally, anything with Borer. 
Although the list seems a bit extensive, it’s mainly 
because most shops don’t have the right resources to 
maintain and look after these items. If your planned 
donation includes one of these, it’s best to send it to 
places like the tip shop - you’ll still be helping people 
out, while getting rid of things you no longer need.

So after all of that… what can be donated?

Anything in good condition will be accepted. Think 
about whether or not whatever you are donating is 
functional - do you genuinely think that it will help 
somebody? If so, then your generosity would be more 
than welcome!

If you want to make a donation but are unsure which 
of your belongings to give away, some especially 
sought-after items are seasonal clothing (such as 
summer dresses), furniture, vinyls by any well-known 
artists (ideally from the 60s to today), and first 
edition books. Vintage fabric, clothing, and china is 
also desirable. If you can do without some of these, 
your local charity shop will highly appreciate your 
contribution.

After reading this and you are still in doubt about 
what to donate, I encourage you to pop into your 
local Vinnies first and ask one of the staff. They are 
happy to help and will give you the best advice. You 
can also head to https://www.vinnies-wellington.org.
nz/donate-goods for further information.

LAURELEI BAUTISTA
Young Vinnie & Guest Writer

HOW TO 
DONATE

ACCORDING 
TO OP SHOPS



Suffrage in Stitches is a textile project devised and led by the 
co-ordinator and participants at Vinnies Re Sew* with the support 
of Wellington Museum. 

The project aims to encourage those involved to:

 

The final work will be 300 metres in length (matching the Suffrage 
1893 petition), consist of 546 individually designed fabric panels 
(pages in the 1893 petition) by 546 makers who are NZ citizens 
or permanent residents. They will tell the stories of the ordinary 
women who signed the petition or women relatives who have 
influenced the makers. The final work will include the names of 546 
women and over 27,000 hand stitched marks, one for each vote 
cast in 1893, along with multiple surface decoration techniques and 
a range of recycled materials which have been applied to the white 
cotton sheets donated by the Inter-Continental Hotel, Wellington.
 
The project kicked off at Wellington Museum in September 2018 
and has continued at our studio in Kilbirnie and at periodically at 
the museum. Voice Arts also joined us at the residencies, collecting 
audio stories from participating individuals which will be played 
alongside the final work in the museum during August 2019. 
 
The 546 makers were recruited via workshops, social media, and 
word of mouth, along with emails to schools, creative spaces, craft 
groups and guilds, libraries and welfare organisations across the 
country. As a result the makers come from diverse cultural/ethnic 
backgrounds and equally diverse ages, generations and skills levels. 

Makers had the opportunity to join a closed Facebook group to 
share their researched stories, provide support, and share tips and 
pictures of their final work. A strong community of practice has 
developed since September with over 514 active members, 519 
posts, 3,489 comments, 19,542 likes. 

SUFFRAGE IN 
STITCHES

work creatively using historical material while strengthening 
family/community connections through collaborative working.
give women, regardless of educational background, the 
opportunity to work and hang their work in a museum.
broaden recent immigrants’ knowledge of NZ.
introduce crafts/recycling to a new audience and strengthen/
enhance the design and making skills of current makers

-

-

-
-



We’ve collected the makers personal stories of discovery 
and connections and will be adding these with the women’s 
biographies, pictures of the panels and other photographic 
material, to a Suffrage in Stitches blog which will accompany 
the exhibition. Biographies will also be submitted to nzhistory.
govt.nz. The project has already had some great finds - NZ 
history now have a photo of the first woman to sign the 
petition.
 
The work will be exhibited at Wellington Museum, Queens 
Wharf from the 2nd August – 31st August 2019 and will 
be accompanied by a range of workshops including some 
demonstrating the skills used on the panels. Wellington 
museum will be listing the work on the NZ museum database 
and we hope other museums will go onto exhibit the panels. 
We will also work with Wellington Museum to ensure the 
panels are available in the future for researchers and craft 
groups to study. 

Vinnies Re Sew is a sewing space funded by St Vincent 
de Paul to up-skill participants at no charge, using waste 
fabrics destined for landfill. We broaden participants 
skills and confidence while expanding their community 
networks, creating new friendships, work and education 
opportunities. Participants are supported by volunteers 
to make items which are given away to community 
groups, charities and welfare projects.  

WHERE ARE 
THE MAKERS?

Caroline O’Reilly
Textile Recycling Coordinator and Sewing Tutor
info@vinnieswgtn.org.nz
027 499 4882

32 Rongotai Road, Kilbirnie
Monday - Wednesday   9:30am - 4:30pm
Thursday - Friday   10am - 2pm

VINNIES RE SEW CONTACT

O



Newtown is one of Wellington’s most ethnically 
diverse and creative suburbs, it’s full of character 
(and colourful characters) but out of this melting pot 
springs a strong sense of community.

 Families and students, refugees and artists, young 
professionals and immigrants, the well-to-do and 
those in need – an eclectic mix of people live and 
work in Newtown.

Such diversity presents unique challenges in the 
compact suburb. Cue the Newtown Collective: a co-op 
made up of local organisations that tackle community 
issues and create a better space for people to live.

Two years ago, Newtown experienced some major 
changes: the closing down of the WINZ office in 
Kilbirnie meant the Newtown office was the only 
facility for Wellington’s eastern and southern suburbs; 
the South Wellington Mental Health Team moved in; 
the Salvation Army built a big new facility with a drop-
in centre and addictions unit.

Ray Tuffin, who helped bring the Newtown Collective 
together, says these shifts brought in big volumes 
of people on the streets. “People who were unwell, 
begging became an issue, breaching of the alcohol 
ban and a growing number of aggressive behaviour 
incidents were being reported,” he said.

The City Mission, St Vincent de Paul, 
The Salvation Army, Newtown Residents 
Association, Newtown Festival, Kia Ora 
Newtown and St Thomas Church joined 
forces to hold activities to engage the 
whole community, in particular those in 
need, isolated and homeless.

 Since its formation a range of activities and functions 
have been put on: high teas, choir groups, Christmas 
picnics and more - all with the mantra of ‘total 
inclusivity’.

NEWTOWN
COLLECTIVE

Photo: Everybody’s Christmas Picnic 2018



“The results have been remarkable: begging on the 
streets reduced dramatically, people from all walks of 
life connecting on the streets, barriers between the 
community were broken down, aggressive behaviour 
was reduced,” Ray says.

One of the most successful projects has been the 
Bloom community centre. Artists and musicians 
have transformed the disused Salvation Army store 
on Rintoul Street into a thriving wellness centre. A 
mental health percussion band gathers weekly in the 
space and a weekly choir group with singers from 
mental health, special needs and addictions units 
attending.

Millie Lambess of St Vincent de Paul’s says all of the 
organisations involved in the Collective exist to help 
people one way or another.

 “By working together and pooling our resources 
and expertise together we are able to make a bigger 
impact on the people of Newtown through our events 
and initiatives.”

The Collective has helped further turn Newtown into 
a true gem in Wellington – “we find the community in 
Newtown is very active and open to supporting one 
another to create a positive place to live.”

Salvation Army’s corps officer Lachlan Marshall 
says the strong sense of community helps everyone 
connect and have a sense of belonging in Newtown.
He has high hopes for the Collective to continue 
creating community health and resilience.

ALLISON HESS
Guest Writer



MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
BY GIVING TIME.
We’re always looking for motivated community 
minded people to get involved in our programs, 
events and services around Wellington.

Current volutneer opportunities:

OP SHOP ASSISTANT
VAN ASSISTANT
YARD ASSISTANT
WAREHOUSE SORTER
VINNIES RE SEW SEWERS

Upcoming event volutneer opportunities:

BOOK FAIR SET-UP - 26 April
BOOK FAIR DAY CREW - 27-28 April 
STREET APPEAL COLLECTOR - 28 June

Without our volunteers we would be unable to help 
as many people as we do.

Contact Erin, for more information about the above 
opportunities - volunteer@vinnieswgtn.org.nz or call 
027 233 5333.

When:  Sat 27 April   8am - 4pm
  Sun 28 April  9am - 3pm

Where: St Anne’s Church Hall
  22 Emmett Street
  Newtown

The Vinnies Book & Fabric Fair is back once again.

Our very own Vinnies Re Sew will be selling fabric 
and recycled haberdashery alongside our books. 

All books are $2 or less, as usual, so we know 
you’ll find a box full of your favourites.

For more information regarding the event, 
volunteering or donations, please contact:

info@vinnieswgtn.org.nz
04 389 7122


